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Dear Sirs or Madams:
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Enclosed is a complaint from the Maine Republican Party against Maine Congresswoman

" Chellie Pingree. We are filing this based on evidence of Federal Election law violations.

We appreciate your consideration of this issue, and please contact us if we can provide

* more information.

Chairman, Maine Republican Party

wWww.mainegop.com

Paid for and authorized by the Maine Republican Party, William P. Logan, Treasurer.
Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee.
Maine Republican Party, 9 Higgins St., Augusta, ME-04330 - (207) 622-6247
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
A COMPLAINT

BY .

#

Charles M. Webster,
Chairman, Mame Republican Party
9 Higgins Street’

" Augusta, Maine 04330

R '4395{' )

AGAINST

Rochelle “Chellie” M. Pingree,
Congresswoman, .

First Congressional District of Maine,
United States House of Representatives

_ This Complaﬁt is filed with the Federal Election Commission (the ‘;Commision") on

behalf of Charles M. Webster, Chairman of the Maine Republxcan Party (“Complainant™) agamst

' Rochelle “Chellie” M. Pingree (“Respondent”). Respondent is currently a Congresswoman in

the United States House of Representatives froni the First Congressional District of Maine and a

candldate for federal office. Complama.nt asserts that in the course of her campaign for

: reelecnon, she has violated the Federal Election Campaign Finance Act of 1971 (the “Act";,

amended by the Henest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007 (“HLOGA”), through

_ impermissible air travel to campaign aétivities ahoard non-commercial private mrcraﬁ. See

Attachments. Based upon news aecounts and information and belief, the facts relevant to.these

violations-are as follows:



FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

1. Magic Carpet Enterprises, LLC is a holding company based in Ithaca, New York,

. ., to which a Dassault Falcon 2000EX private corporate jef bearing the tag N888CE (the “Magic

Carpet private jet”) is registered.

2. Magic Carpet Enterprises, LLC is solely owned by S. Donald Sussman, t'he o
founder and chairman of billion-dollar hedge fund Paloma Partners LLC. Mr. Sussman has been
alternately labeled by Respondent as her “partner” and her “fiancé.” He is nota membq of
Respondent's family. |

3. On the morning of September 13, 2010, Respondent was.in Portland, Maine.

4, At12:31 PM on that same day, the Magic Carpet private jet took off from

 Portland International Jetport. It landed at 1:20 PM at Westchester County Airport in White -

‘Plains, New York, approximately one hour north of New York City. '

5. At6:30PMon that evening, Respondent was present at a t‘undrais& for ﬂer

.-reelection campaign held in a home locdted at 150 East End Avenue, New York, New York. The

fundraiser was scheduled to end at 8:60 PM.

6. At 9:22 PM, the Maéic Carpet private jet took off from Westchestgf Couanty
Airport, At 10:17 PM, it landed at Dulles Intemational Airport in Sterling, Virginia,
approximately one hour northwest of Washington, D.C. |

7. The next day, September 1.4, 2010, Respondent was present in the chamber of the
House of Representatives. '

8. According to a public statement made by Respondent’s spokesperson Willy Ritch
on September 30, 2010, Respondent was aboard both of the abovementioned Magic Carpet

private jet flights.
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9. The Magic Carpet private jet was not provided by the Federal government, or by a
State or local government on September 13, 2010,
FIRST VIOLATION OF LAW (Count I)
2 U.S.C. § 439a(c)(2), 11 CFR § 100.93(c)(2
10.  Complainant reasserts, as if fully set forth herein, Paragraphs 1 through 9 above.
1 l. On December 7, 2009, the Commission promulgated Final Rules intplementing
the HLOGA concerning air travol by members of the United States government.
12.  Specifically, campaign travelers, including candidatcs far the U.S. House af-
Representatives, are expressly prohibited from engaging in nen-commercial air travel aboard
private jets for campaign-telated_ activity. See 2 U.S.C. § 439a(c)(2), 11 CFR § 100.93(c)(2). .

‘13.  The only exceptions to the ban on non-commercial travel are as follows: (1) travel

. aboard an aircraft owned or leased by the candidate’s father, mother, son, dauéhter, brother,

sis;ter, husband, wife, father-in-law, or mother-in-.law (the “family member exception™), 2 US.C.
§ 439a(c)(3), 11 CFR § 100.93(g)'(;1); and (2) travel aboard aircraft provided by the Federal
government, or a State or local go\'remment (the “gdvemment conveyance exception™), 2 U.S.C.
§ 439a(c)(2)(B) 11 CFR § 100 93(e)

14.  Because Mr. Sussman is not related to Respondent in any of the ways described -
above in Paragrapir 13, the family member exception cannot and does not apply.

15. Bec_ause the Magic Carpet private jet was not provided by the Federal : I
government, or by a State or local government, the government conveyance exceptiqn cannot

and does not apply. ' :
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16.  According to a public statement issued by Respondent’s'spokespe'rson Willy
_Ritch, Respondent was aboard the Magic Carpet private jet when it flew from Portland, Maine to
White Plains, New York on September 13. |
17.  Because this private jet flight was in connection with a fundraiser for
Respondent’s federal reelection cainpaign, Respondent was a campaign traveler on the flight.
18.  THEREFORE, Respondent explicitly violated the HLOGA when she flew aboard
the Magic Carpet private jet from Portland, Maine to New York, New York in order to attend 4
fundraiser for her reelection campaign.
SECOND VIOLATION OF LAW (Count IT)
2 U.S.C. 8§ 439a(c)(2), 1] CFR § 100.93(c)(2)
19. .Complainant reasserts, as if fully set forth herein, Paragraphs. 1 through 18 above. |
20.  According to a public statement issued by Respondent’s spokwperéon Willy
. Ritch, Respondent was aboard the Magic Carpet private jet when it flew from White Plains, Ne'w
Y b¢ to Wuﬁngm, D.C. on September 13, 2010. |
21.  Because this private jet ﬂigi:t was in connection with a fundraiser for
. Respondent’s federal reclection campaign, Resp;mdent was a campaign traveler on the flight.
23.  THEREFORE, Respondent explicitly violated the HLOGA when she flew dboard
the Magic Carpet private jet from White Plains, New Yark to Washington, D.C. after atteriding a
fundraiser for her reclection campaign. -
RELIEF SOUGHT
23.  Complainant requests the Commission levy civil penalties against Respondent in
accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5) and 11 CFR § 111.24(a)(2).
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'24. Because Responderit's flight aboard the Magic Carpet private jet from Portland,
Maine_ to New Yorlé, New York was a knowing and willful violation cff the HLOGA, the civil
penalty for Count I should be a fine in the amount of Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000).

25.  Because R&spond;mt's flight aboard the Magic Carpet private jet from New York,
New Yo.rk to Washington, D.C.wasa knowin_g and willful viol-ation of the HLOGA, the civil
penalty for Count II should be a fine in the amount of Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000).

26.  Complainant requests that the Commission provide all additional relicf that it may
deem appro;;riate or equitable. |

The above is correct and accurate to the best of our howl&gq, information, and belief.

Respectfully submitted,

%@mu/Mﬁ

Charles M. Webster ]
Chairman, Republican Party of Maine

Sworn and subscribed to in Qﬁ%&m_, Maine on October (s , 2010,

CHRISTVE LEE MCNALLY
NY COMMISION EXPIRES
123072015

otary Public

My commission expires
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- Malne Watchdog - http://maine.watchdog.org -

Pingree Flies On Corporate Jet
Posted By Stephan Burklin On September 23, 2010 @ 5:11 am In Featured,News | 28 Comments

As the President of Common Cause [1], a non-profit citizens’ lobbying group, Representative
Chellie Pingree criticized lawmakers who traveled on corporate jets.

But Rep. Pingree is engaging in the same activity she derided four years ago.

An Investigation by MaineWatchdog found that Plngreé has been traveling on a private plane

owned by the corporation {2] of her significant other, Donald Sussman, Founder and Chairman
of Paloma Partners, a billion dollar hedge fund.

When AOL 3] reported in late July that Pingree’s office was reimbursed for more travel
expenses* than any other house member in 2009, MaineWatchdog asked whether any of those

reimbursements were related to travel on private planes [4]. A spokesman for Pingree said: “To
my knowledge, the Congresswoman does not fly on privately chartered jets.”

The investigation, however, produced a video of Representative Pingree and Sussman
" disembarking at Portland Internationa! Jetport after a flight from Bridgeport, Conn., on
September 17, 2010.

Pingree and Sussman landed in Portiand at 1:26 p.m., at which point-a red carpet was rolled
out for them an the non-commercial apron. ]

A snapshot of the couple driving off confirms that Pingree was on board.

http://maine.watchdog.org/2010/09/23/pingree-flies-on-corporate-jet/print/ - 10/6/2010
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Maine Watchdog » Pingree Flies On Corporate Jet » Print

[5]

Prior to her election in 2008, Pingree was an outspoken critic of congressional members who_
flew on corporate jets. -

According te written remarks [6)delivared before the Subcommittée on the Constitution in 2006,
Pingree said: "Most Americans never have and never will fly on a chartered jet, much less a
fancy corporate jet complete with wet bar and leather couches. So when members of Congress
constantly fly around on corporate jets and pay only the cost of a commercial ticket, it
contributes to the carrosive public perception that membars of Congress are more like the fat
cats of Wall Street than they are like the rest of us.” .

In tha aftarmath of the Abramoff scandal (7}, Piogree lobbied for a tough ethies-teform law that

would have, ameng other things, completely banned privately funded travel /). When-a
weaker biil was introduced, Pingree called the drafted bill “window dressing.” {9}

It is nnt clear whetber Pingree’s use of Sussman’s alrcraft was limited to the incident on
September 17.

" Elight logs of Sussman'’s plane [19] obtained by MaineWatchdog indicate that Pingree may have

used the aircraft on several other occasions.

In several instances, Pingree’s trips between Maine and Washington, D.C. closely track the
movement of Sussman’s plane.

MaineWatchdog uncovered the following facts:

Page 2 of 7

10/6/2010_

©
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Maine Watchdog » Pingree Flies On Corporate Jet » Print
. l‘.;c»rnlng of Sept:
©Piagres e Posdand, A€
Se?(l} 6:301>m:
ing e in Newyo City
RN
SoSept 14 Minge
vores o Uhe H
— (11)

On the morning of September 13, Representative Pingree yisited Presumpscot Elementary
School [12)in Portland.

According to flight logs, Sussman’s plane took off from Portland International Jetport [*3)at
12:31 in the afternoon. ‘Forty-nine minutes later, at 1:20, it landed an hour's drive north of New

York City at Westchester County Airport [(14lin White Plains, NY.

" At 6:30 p.m., two prominent New York theater producers threw a house party [!5)ko raise

mdpey for Pingree at their home in the Upper East End. The party was scheduled to end at 8:00
p.m.

Page 3 of 7
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Sept. 13 -12:31pme Sussmans plaas depans lodtland, v

Sept.13-1:20pn
Sept.13 - 9:22pn

Sepl.13-10:17pm: Sussinans ¢
arrives at Dulles lnarnaonal Asrpon

[16]

The next day, Sept. 14, Pingree cast two votes [18](HR 1571 and HR 1052) in the evening on
the House floor in Washlngton ’

~<http://maine.watchdog.org/2010/09/23/pingree-flies-on-carporate-jet/print/au. w: wmp. m o

At 9:22 p.m., Sussman’s plane lifted off again at Westchester County Airport in White Plains. It
landed at Dulles International Airport [17) an hour outside of Washington, D.C., at 10:17 p.m.

~ 10/6/2010
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i::;' Sept.13-12:31pn man'’s plans depans

torning of Sept. 13:
SoPingree i Fortdangd,

Sept. 13- 1:20pm: Sus S AN o White Plaing, MY
Scept. 13-9:22pn Suiss

Sept.13-10:117p an's plane
arces ol Dulles ttern: Wl Aot

[19]
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There are other similar cases where Pingree’s movement-parallels that of Sussman'’s plane.

MaineWatchdog compared Plngree s voting record (18] to the movement of Sggsmgn s plane
(10],

On July 24, ngree was in Brunswick wlth Gov Baldacdl to celebrate Kestrel. Aviation’s moy e to.

Maine [20],
On July 26, Sussman’s plane left Knox County Regional Airport [23)in Rockland, the closest

airport to Pingree’s home in North Haven (22}, at 12:51 pm. Pingree was on the House floor at

around 6:30 to vote on HR 1320. She also appeared on Hardball (233 with Chris Matthews that
afternoon.

She was in Washingtdn for votes on July 27, 28, and 29.

On July 30, Pingree was on the' House floor. The last vote of the day was at around 6:30 p.m.
At 7:39, Sussman'’s plane left Washington, D.C. for Rockland, Maine.

On August 6th, Pingree attended the Maine Lobster Fest Parade 124lin Rockland.

On August 9, Sussman’s plane departed Rockland for D.C. at 2:33 pm. The next day,
Pingree was present in the Oval Office when President Obama signed the $26 billion aid

package (25for states. Sussman’s plane departed D.C. on August 10 at 7:16 pm and returned
to Rockland.

At the time this article was released, MaineWatchdog was waiting for Pingree’s office to provide
receipts for all commercial flights that the Congresswoman baoked over the last several '
months.

*Editor’s Note (9/23/2010, 2:11 p.m.) The AOL story did not report that Rep. Pingree's office

czewg- http://maineswatchdog.org/2010/09/23/pingree-flies-on-corporate-jet/print/. _  ...apuamnizea.10/6/2010
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+= : ---http://maine.watehdogerg/2010/09/23/pingree-flies-an-corporate-jet/priny/..... ..

was reimbursed for more travel expenses in strictly monetary terms. Several other House
members were relmbursed for higher total bills. Rep. Pingree’s ofﬂce was reimbursed for more
individuel travel expendltures than any other House member.

Article printed from Maine Wat;hdog: http://maine.watchdog.org &g
URL to article: http://maine.watchdog.org/2010/09/23/pingree-flies-on-corporate-jet/

URLs in this post:

(1] Common Cause: http.IIwww.commoncause.orglslte/pp.asp?c-dkLNKlMQIwG&b-
4741359

[2] corporation: hitp://flighitaware.com /rasources/registration/ MASACE

- [3] AOL: http://www.aolnews.com/house-money/article/inside-congress-14-million-
. momthly-trave!-bill/ 19548615

[4] related to travel on private planes: http://watchdog.org/6279/two-maine-congressman-
reimbursed-for-over-1m/ )

(5] Image: http://maine.watchdog.org/files/2010/09/Pingree-at-PWM.jpg

[6] written remarks : http:I/commdqes.house.govlcommittees/judiciary/hju26911.000
/hju269141_0f.htm

[7] Abramoff scandal: http: //www.washingtonpost.comlwp-dyn/content/lInksetl
2005/06/22/L12005062200936.htm!

(8] completely banned privately funded travel: http://www. commondreams,org/vlews
0G/0427-20.htm

[9] “window dressing.”: http://articles. sfgute.coml2006-03-30[news/17287318 1
abramnff-scandal-lobbylsts-face-test
[10] Flight logs of Sussman’s plane: http://viewer.zoho.com/docs/sdMcaW
[11] Image: http://maine.watchdog.org/files/2010/09/pingree-movement-map.jpg
[12] visited Presumpscot Elementary School : http://www2
.portlandschools.org/news/congresswoman-pingree-vlslts-presumpscot
[13] Portland International Jetport : http://www.mapquest.com/maps?
name=Portland+Intenrational+ letport+ (PWM)&eityaPortiimd&state=HERaddress= .
1001+ Westbrook+St&zjpcode=041028country=USRIntitude=43.647568&longltude=-
70.31003&geocade=ADDRESS&id=14710388 .
[14] Westchester County Airport : http:/ Jwww., mapquest.com/maps?
name-Westchester+County+Alrpnrt+(HPN)&clty-Whlte-i-Plalns&state-NY&address..
240+Airport+Rd&zipcode=10604&country=US&latitude=41.073856&longitude=- )
73. 70655&geooode-ADDRESS&Id-1318646
[15] house party : http-/lactlon.chelliepingree.com/page/event/detaul/housepartylwss
[16] Image: Http://maine.watchdog.org/files/2010/09/sussman-movement-map.jpg
[17] Dulles International Alrport: http;//www.mapquest.com/maps?
name=Washington+Dulles+International+Airperts (IAD)
&city=Dulles@istdte=VARaddress=1+Saarinen+Cir&zipcode=20166
Scountry=US&lstituder38.953533&longitude=-77.44428&kgeocede=ADDRESS&id=
14710220

[18] cast two votes : http: //www.govtrack.us/congress/votes xpd?year=2010&person=

412307

[19] Image: http://maine.watchdog. org/ﬂles/2010/091plngree-sussman-movement-

map.jpg

[20] celebrate Kestrel Aviation’s move to Maine: http://www.facebook.com/ChelliePingree?

v=app_2373072738

[21] Knox County Regional Airport : http://www.mapquest.com/maps?1c=North+Haven&1.
=ME&qn=knox+county+reglonal&11=44.128101&19=-68.874702&1v=CITY&2

c=North+Haven&2s=blE&2y=USH2|=44.128101&29=-68.8747N222v=CITY

[22] North Haven: http://www.mapquest.com/maps?

Page 6 of 7
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clty'=North+i1aven&state=ME&country=‘Us&latitude=44.12810I.&Iongitude=-68.874702
&geovcode=CITY
[23] Hardball: hitp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CaZ6Tb9920

[24] Maine Lobster Fest Parade : http://www. dlrlgoblue.com/dlary/ 1780/2010-lobster-
fest-parade-in-rocidand

[25] President Obama signed the $26 billion: aId package :
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE67945520100811
'l"ij'.'-! : . l.".")
Copyright ©® 2010 Maine Watchdog. All rights reserved.
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